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A word from the host judges
 A word from the National Council of Juvenile and

Family Court Judges
 A word from the Committee on Justice for

Children
 History of the Multi-Disciplinary Child Abuse and

Neglect Institute
 You own what you don’t 

disown
 Intended to be interactive
 Materials website

A Word and
The 75-Day Challenge



Multi-Disciplinary
Child Abuse and Neglect Institute 

The Enhanced Resource Guidelines

The Georgia Supreme Court Committee on Justice for  Children 
and

National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges



Establishing the Foundation ….
The NCJFCJ Enhanced RESOURCE 

GUIDELINES
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 Purpose

 Value to all child protection 
stakeholders

 Need for enhancement 
Changing law, knowledge 
gained about best practices
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Key Principles of Permanency Planning 

 Keep families together
 Ensure access to justice
 Cultivate cultural 

responsiveness
 Engage families through 

alternative dispute resolutions 
techniques

 Ensure child safety, permanency 
and well-being
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Key Principles (Cont’d)
 Ensure family time/visitation
 Provide judicial oversight
 Ensure competent and 

adequately compensated 
representation

 Advance the development of 
adequate resources

 Demonstrate judicial leadership 
and foster collaboration

http://www.ncjfcj.org/sites/default/files/keyprinciples.fina
l_.permplanning.pdf
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http://www.ncjfcj.org/sites/default/files/keyprinciples.final_.permplanning.pdf


Every Bench Card 
 Reflection on Decision-Making Process to Guard 

Against Bias
 Case Management 

 Before the Hearing
 During the Hearing
 After the Hearing 

 Due Process Considerations 
 Required Findings and Orders
 Engaging Parents, Children 

and Families 
 Focus on Trauma and Child/

Youth Well-Being
November 24, 2021 NCJFCJ



The Bench Cards 

Preliminary Protective Hearing
Adjudication
Disposition
Review Hearing
Permanency Hearing
Termination of                               

Parental Rights
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 Judge or judicial officer
 Parents of each child whose rights 

have not been terminated
 Mothers, fathers (legal, biological, 

alleged, putative, named), non-
custodial parents – all possible 
parents

 Child
 Assigned caseworker
 Agency attorney and/or prosecuting 

attorney
 Attorney for each parent
 Legal advocate for the child 
 Guardian ad Litem (GAL); CASA
 Child’s current placement 

(caregivers, foster parents,  custodial 
adults, adoptive parents)

 All adult relatives of the child
 Relatives (P.L. 110-351) with legal 

standing or other custodial adults, 
including adult half-siblings; 
paternal and maternal relatives

 Non-related extended family, fictive 
kin (persons known and trusted by 
the families; godparents)

 Parents of a sibling child, where such 
parent has legal custody of the sibling 
(P.L. 113-183)

 If ICWA applies: Indian custodian, the 
child’s tribe, and attorney; tribal 
representative/tribal liaison; ICWA-
qualified expert witness

 Treatment and/or service providers
 Parent partners, parent mentors if 

assigned/available, substance abuse 
coach, DV advocate

 Cultural leaders, cultural liaison, 
religious leaders

 Education liaison/school 
representative 

 Education surrogate parent if 
appropriate

 Law enforcement
 Adult or juvenile probation or parole 

officer
 Court-certified interpreters or court-

certified language services
 Court reporter
 Court security
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